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Editorial 


Searchlight welcomes the fact that Petrone, Kexel and Tillman have been arrested and that 
attention has been drawn once again to the way that European neo-nazis use Britain as a 
refuge from their own governments. For several years now Searchlight has been drawing 
attention to the safe-housing of these fascists by their British counterparts. But among all 
the different European governments involved, the British Home Office has earned itself a 
reputation for keeping silent on this issue. Up till the time of going to press there has been 
no clear statement from the government acknowledging that extreme right-wing 
organisations are involved in harbouring wanted European terrorists, or that the 
authorities intend to take any preventative action. The fact that so many of these people 
choose to come to Britain is proof enough of the ease with which they enter the country 
and stay here. Searchlight hopes that these latest arrests signify a change in attitude on 
behalf of the British government. 

Since our last issue was published, Europe has commemorated the 50th anniversary of 
Hitler’s becoming Chancellor. Searchlight has marked this by looking at the situation in 
Austria, where we also spoke to Simon Wiesenthal about the emergence of an international 
neo-nazi network. He too emphasised the need for closer co-operation between 
governments and anti-fascist organisations to pre-empt neo-nazi terrorism. 

It is equally important to remember the impact of nazism on Britain too. The opening of 
the Auschwitz exhibition in the east end of London makes the crucial link between what 
happened in Europe in the 30s and 40s in the wake of Hitler’s coming to power and the 
growth of racism in Britain in the 1980s. This letter to The Times from the Bishop of 
Stepney, which we have reprinted below, explains the spirit in which this exhibition is 
presented. 
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Unravelling the web: German 


nazis arrested in home of top 
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THE ARREST of two young travelled to England in 1978 and was 
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exel (scarf) and Arndt. 


Germans, suspected of terrorist 
offences, at the Dorset home of Ian 
Souter Clarence, has dealt yet another 
serious blow to the European nazi 
terror network, and once again 
exposed close links between fugitive 
continental nazis and their British 
harbourers. 

The men were held when police raided 
Souter Clarence’s home on February 18. 
They are Walter Kexel and Ulrich Tillman, 
members of the Hoffman Group and 
Friedhelm Busse’s VSBD. They are wanted 
by the West German police and by the 
French authorities who believe that they 
may have been behind last year’s 
murderous attack on the Goldenberg 
restaurant in Paris. In that attack machine 
guns and grenades were used to mow down 
customers in the well-known Jewish cafe. 
Three other nazis have been arrested in 
Bonn. 

Kexel was a prominent member of the 
VSBD in Frankfurt, where VSBD members 
and Hoffman Group members came 
together in one cell called Sturm 7. It was a 
cell of only 30 or 40 members, but they 
quickly achieved considerable notoriety. As 
Searchlight revealed back in 1980, other 
members of the group were Franz Schubert 
and Arndt Heinz Marx. Marx was the 
Hoffman Group’s military instructor and 
trained Gundolf Kohler who died planting a 
bomb at the Munich Beer Festival in 1980. 
Schubert died in an exchange of fire with 
border police in December 1980, when he 
was caught trying to smuggle guns into 
Germany. As Searchlight revealed at the 
time, his companion on this venture was 
Walter Kexel, in whose name a getaway car 
had been hired. They had been seen 
together in Ossingen, Switzerland, only two 
days before the shooting in which two 
policemen also died. 

Arndt Heinz Marx had also acted as 
contact man between the Hoffman Group 
and the League of St George in Britain. He 


introduced to the League by Brighton- 
based nazi Martyn Haine, who has 
widespread contacts with European nazis. 

Ian Souter Clarence has long been a key 
figure on the paramilitary right. An ex- 
major, apparently in the SAS, he has been 
involved for a number of years in training 
young nazis. From his home in Poole he has 
organised paramilitary camps for members 
of nazi groups such as the NF, the British 
National Party, British Movement and the 
League of St George. His courses have been 
openly advertised in the League’s journal 
League Review. He has attended the annual 
nazi get-together at Diksmuide in Belgium 
on several occasions, and has himself been a 
member of the old British National Party 
and the NF for whom he was a regional 
organiser in 1977. 

In his earlier days he was involved in the 
Hancock’s Racial Preservation Society and 
the Greater Britain Campaign run by child 
molester and phoney Bishop of Medway 
Roger Gleaves. One of his own creations 
was the paramilitary Edelweiss group which 
offered training to European nazis. In 1980, 
Notre Europe, journal of the banned 
French terror group FANE advertised that 
‘*Edelweiss is waiting for you somewhere in 
Europe. Cost F300. Good physical training 
necessary.’’ Members of the Belgian VMO 
are known to have attended Edelweiss 
camps. 


Spanish police 
arrest seven on 
terror charges 


ONLY DAYS before the Dorset arrests, 
Spanish police arrested seven nazis 
thought to have been involved in 
another serious atrocity in France — the 
bomb attack in 1980 on the synagogue in 
Rue Copernic. 

Amongst those arrested were Ernesto 
Mila Rodriguez and Rafael Torna 
Ancosta, the two men whom, it is 
believed, actually planted the bomb ona 
motor-cycle outside the synagogue. Both 
were linked to the Spanish nazi groups 
CEDADE and Fuerza Nueva, and Mila 
Rodriguez was a Spanish contact for the 
banned French group FANE. He was 
also an associate of Stefano delle Chiaie 
while the latter was in Barcelona prior to 
his flight to Bolivia, where he helped war 
criminal Klaus Barbie to organise the 
‘*Fiancés of Death’’, a death squad 
involved in cocaine and arms 
trafficking. 


WANTED ITALIANS CRAWL OUT 
OF THE WOODWORK 


RENEWED demands are being 
made for the deportation of 
Italian nazi fugitives hiding in 
England following the 
appearance of several of them 
at the London extradition trial of 
suspected terrorist leader 


Luciano Petrone. 

Petrone, who is alleged to be a leading 
figure in NAR (Armed Revolutionary 
Nuclei, which carried out the massacre at 
Bologna railway station in 1980) was 
arrested on January 24 by Anti-Terrorist 
Squad officers when they raided the 
Chelsea flat of his English girlfriend 
Imogen Lucas-Box. They had received an 
extradition request from Italian police who 
want him in connection with the murder of 
two policemen in Rome last June. Spanish 
police are also keen to question him about 
his involvement in the bank raid at 
Marbella on Xmas eve, which netted a cool 
£10 million from safe deposit boxes. 

The Marbella raid was remarkably 
similar to the 1976 ‘sewer raid’ in Nice 
carried out by neo-nazis led by Albert 
Spaggiari. At Marbella, close-circuit 
cameras in the bank’s vault recorded the 
presence of known Italian right-wingers 
who were quickly rounded up in Rome. It is 
believed that information from one of those 
arrested led directly to Petrone’s arrest in 
London. 


Petrone appeared in Bow Street 


Magistrates court the following day to be 
remanded in custody while the Italian 
authorities prepared their case for his 
extradition. Also in court was his girl friend 
Imogen Lucas-Box. 


Press and television reports of the 
hearing all recorded that as Lucas-Box left 
the court, there were scuffles between 
reporters and young Italians who had 
turned up with Petrone’s solicitor. 

From photographs of these scuffles 
Searchlight was able to identify three of 
those present as members of the NAR gang, 
themselves subject to extradition 
proceedings only a year ago. 


Released 


Like Petrone, they were held following a 
request from Italian police. Seven were 
accused of a variety of offences ranging 
from firebomb attacks to stealing guns 
from a Rome gunshop. When their case 
came to court, however, the metropolitan 
magistrate ruled that a properly based 
prima facie case had not been made by the 
Italian authorities. All seven were released 
and remained in London, living in a nazi 
commune in Brixton and working in pizza 
restaurants in Streatham, south London. In 
Italy the charges against them still stand, 
and they face arrest if they return. 

Three of these were amongst the group 
that met Lucas-Box from the court. They 
were Massimo Morsello, Amadeo de 
Francisci and Marinella Rita. All three were 
accused of raiding the Omnia Sports 
gunshop in Rome and stealing weapons. 
Morsello and Rita faced further fire- 
bombing charges.(Rita, a member of the 
women’s unit of the FUAN [University 
Federation of National Action, a branch of 
the MSI), is alleged to have helped organise 
the petrol bombing of a cinema showing 
pornographic films in 1979. According to 
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while Petrone was being remanded in custody inside. 


4 


) were all seen outside Bow Street magistrates court 


Italian government papers, she claimed to 
be proud of this action, which was done to 
chase the men away’. They had fled to 
London late in 1980 when Italian police 
investigating the Bologna station massacre 
began rounding up right-wingers in large 
numbers. Morsello was also identified later 
at Lucas-Box’s Chelsea flat. 

Morsello and his comrades had been 
involved in the NAR cell led by the 
murderer Alessandro Alibrandi, who was 
gunned down by police in Rome after 
bolting from London. All had been 
members of FUAN. 

Their appearance as bodyguards and 
escorts for Petrone’s girlfriend suggest 
strongly that contact exists between these 
fugitives and characters like Petrone who 
are still active in right-wing terrorism. It 
also suggests that they may have been 
involved in giving assistance to Petrone 
since his arrival in Britain in mid-1982, only 
a few months after his own trial. If so, then 
the Home Secretary would appear to have 
extremely good grounds for considering 
their deportation. 


Roy Hattersley, Labour’s Shadow Home 
Secretary, told Searchlight, ‘‘I have written 
to William Whitelaw in the past to express 
my concern about extreme right-wing 
terrorists using safe houses in Britain. I am 
pleased that the fact that this is happening 
has again been revealed and I hope that the 
police and the Home Office will be 
assiduous in picking up these people. We 
will be keeping a close watch on how the 
Home Office and police behave if further 
requests come from Italy and especially 
how they respond to information obtained 
in this country.” 


Petrone (above) — connections with 
Bologna massacre. Morsello (top right) 
leads Lucas-Box away from Bow Street 
magistrates court, accompanied by 
Petrone’s solicitor, John Zani and with Tim 
Miles, the Daily Mail’s crime correspondent, 
in close attendance. Behind them, de 
Francisci can be seen harassing press 
photographers. 

The car (middle right) used by Morsello to 
drive Lucas-Box away from the hearing. 

De Francisci (bottom right), a friend an” 
Rita (back to camera) kick their heels. 

The Brixton Flat (below) where Morsello, 
de Francisci and Rita have been hidden 
away. 


War crimes, death squads, Bologna, cocaine, P2 


The end of Barbie’s 


bloody road 


THE arrest of Klaus Barbie, known 
as the Butcher of Lyons, has 
justifiably led to widespread 
satisfaction in France that one of 
the war’s most notorious 
murderers will now face justice. 
But Klaus Barbie was not just 
another war criminal who fled to 
South America to live out his days. 
Right to the end, Barbie stayed 
true to his national socialist faith 
and continued his commitment 
through his involvement with 
members of modern paramilitary 
nazi groups — including the group 
suspected of carrying out the 
Bologna station massacre. 


Barbie was an SS captain and the head of 
the Gestapo in Lyons. During his reign he is 
thought to have been responsible for the 
deaths of at least 4,000 people and the 
deportation to death camps of about 7,000 
others. Many of those deported were 
Jewish children. He had a particular brief 
to track down and destroy the French 
resistance movement and many of his 
victims were resistance fighters who died in 
the prison at Fort Montluc where Barbie 
himself was incarcerated on his return to 
France. 


Victims 

As is well known, the most famous of his 
victims was Jean Moulin, the first President 
of the National Resistance Council who was 
taken prisoner in 1943 when a meeting of 
resistance leaders was betrayed by an 
informer. Moulin was tortured to death by 
Barbie, and refused, to the end, to give 
Barbie the information he wanted. Barbie 
also led the crushing of the Amsterdam 
ghetto and the mass executions which 
followed. 

Barbie was sentenced to death twice in 
absentia after the war for crimes committed 
in France. After escaping from British 
hands in 1946 he worked for a while in 
Europe for the American intelligence 
services. In 1948 he was implicated in a 
jewelry robbery, and came to the attention 
of the French authorities. Even so, the 
Americans refused to hand him over. Soon 
afterwards he escaped, and armed with a 
Red Cross passport, he made his way to 


South America, taking refuge in Bolivia in 
1951. 


Dictator 


Barbie lost little time in ingratiating himself 
with Bolivia’s military rulers, and was later 
given Bolivian citizenship, in the name of 
Klaus Altmann, by the dictator General 
Banzer. 

In 1980, he played an important role in 
the coup d’etat which installed the military 
junta of General Luis Garciz Meza. 
According to the Bolivian Consul in 


Hamburg, ‘‘Klaus Barbie has trained the 
interrogation and torture specialists of our 
secret services’’. 


Planning 


Barbie’s connection to the security services 
was through the head of Military 
Intelligence, General Luis Arce Gomez, 
who became Justice Minister under the 
junta, and had, with Barbie, led the 
planning of the 1980 coup. 

During its two year life, the junta made a 
name for itself by virtually taking over the 


Barbie in La Paz jail in 1973 during an earlier extradiction attempt. Released after 8 months. 


country’s lucrative trade in cocaine and 
amassing huge personal fortunes. In this 
they were helped by Barbie and a multi- 
national death squad of European nazis 
who called themselves the Fiancés of Death. 
Barbie worked closely with this group 
which was commanded by the Italian right- 
wing terrorist Stefano delle Chiaie, whose 
record for bloodshed is unparalleled 
amongst modern fascist terrorists. Unlike 
Barbie, delle Chiaie had the foresight to flee 
to Argentina soon after the recent civilian 
government of Bolivia was installed. 


Massacre 


The Fiancés of Death have also been 
implicated in the 1980 massacre at Bologna 
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railway station. After taking evidence from 
the P2 ‘supergrass’ Elio Ciolini, Bologna 
magistrates issued warrants for the arrests 
of several members of the Fiancés of Death 
including della Chiaie. One of them, 
Pierluigi Pagliai, was wounded when 
arrested for extradition and died soon after 
his arrival in Rome. 

It was not long before Barbie’s number 
came up. France and Germany asked for 
his extradition, and after some 
prevarication the Bolivian government 
seized on an outstanding fraud charge and 
arrested him. He was expelled from the 
country for taking citizenship under a false 
name, and flown to French Guiana where 
he was handed over to waiting French 
police. 
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Barbie in the Bolivia mountains (above); Joachim Fiebelkorn (below and left) with Fiancés 


of Death colleague. 


Leader of the Fiancés of death, Stefano 
delle Chiaie, on Italian TV recently. 


Meanwhile 
in South 
America.... 


Plot to smash 


Searchlight flops 


A STRANGE meeting took place in a 
down market hamburger restaurant in 
central London a few weeks ago. 
Around a table, four people could be 
seen huddled together discussing the 
contents of a file that had been brought 
along by a barrister. Why such a 
diverse assortment of people should be 
gathered together is still something of a 
mystery, but their objectives were 
clear: dig up dirt on Searchlight and its 
staff, and smash the magazine. 

Earlier that evening, in response to a tip- 
off, Searchlight reporters waited at Smiths 
bookstall in Charing Cross station. 
Working there is south London British 
Movement organiser, Alan Winder, a man 
well-known for his appearance on 
provocative BM outings. 

Winder was soon joined by a man and a 
woman. The man was Charles Hanson of 
the National Socialist Workers Initiative, a 
new hard line grouping on the far right (see 
Searchlight 89). Hanson’s involvement in 
nazi politics goes back a long way. As a 
young man he was a member of Colin 
Jordan’s National Socialist Movement, and 
it is suspected that he joined the National 
Front later under an assumed name. Since 
the NSWI was set up, he has been seen in 
the company of some very odd characters 
who share his long term NSM associations. 

The woman who accompanied Hanson 
on this occasion was Mary Page. She works 
for IPC at Blackfriars on one of their 
motoring magazines, and is also a part-time 
barmaid near her home in Kent. 

Page, who has stood as a Tory candidate 
in at least one local election in south-east 
London (Sydenham East, 1978) has also 
been a member of the National Front and 
the Monday Club. She appeared to be on 
good terms with Mr Winder of the British 
Movement. 

Page and Hanson made their way from 
there to the Alternative Bookshop in 
Covent Garden where they met up with the 
shop’s manager Chris Tame (Libertarian 
Alliance founder) and an unknown 
barrister. They left together for a 
nourishing hamburger in the Strand and a 
chat about how to plan Searchlight’s 
downfall. 

For some reason Mary Page is the most 
enthusiastic of the group. Over the last few 
weeks she has tried to find a mole inside 
London Weekend Television, where a 
former editor of Searchlight works. She has 
also made across the board approaches to 


various nazis trying to solicit their help. 
Two men, Ted Arthurton and Front activist 
Colin Cody have been roped in so far. 
Now we hear that Tame appears rather 
worried about the extreme company he has 
been keeping, and has tried to pull back 
from whatever it is they have in mind to do 
to Searchlight. Just a word of advice, Mr 
Tame: you are on the edge of a world that is 
full of arsonists, cranks, police spies, anti- 
nazi infiltrators and just plain traitors. 


Over the last two years a succession of 
security leaks from the League of St 
George have driven many members 
away from their small but influential 
ranks. Searchlight has also reported 
the attempts by various outside groups 
to move in and take over the League, 
with its high level contacts with neo- 
nazis both in Britain and abroad. 
These power struggles continue, and 
with the arrival of a new nazi group on 
the scene, have recently intensified, 
much to the alarm- of long-standing 
League members. 

For some time now Malcolm North’s 
name has been connected with the actual 
leadership of the League. North, who is a 
public transport security officer in London, 
has so far been unsuccessful in his attempts 
to take over. His enemies recently 
discovered that he and his wife foster black 
children in their home, which suggests that 
his days as a credible nazi leader are over. 
His name has also been linked to a panic 
over security leaks, and yet another assault 
on the League’s executive. 

Eddy Morrison’s new group, the 
National Action Party, formed on 
January 1 this year (see Searchlight 92) is 
involved in a takeover bid for the League. 
This emerged when Kevin Randall, one of 
Morrison’s closest allies, and co-founder of 
the NAP, was voted on to the League 
executive alongside North. Soon League 
members were shocked to find that their 
names and addresses, which they thought 
were held in confidence by North, were in 
the hands of Morrison and all kinds of 
people on the far right. The NAP work on a 


Security scare rocks League s 


British 


Alan Winder; south London 
Movement organiser 


more overt level meanwhile, handing out 
badges and their own hate-sheet Combat 
(see page 9) to young people on the streets. 

The traditional leaders of the League 
have responded to this latest security scare 
with smear stories about Morrison. These 
include the suggestion that he has long been 
a Special Branch informer — the same 
rumour that continues to be spread about 
Martin Webster of the National Front in 
some circles. It is true that Morrison has 
been able to work up his rabble of followers 
on countless occasions and then walk away 
from any ensuing trouble. Last summer, for 
instance, he organised an invasion of the 
pitch at a Test Match with India, but he was 
well clear when police moved in on his 
supporters. 

Morrison’s next takeover bid appears to 
be for the failing Viking Youth, the British 
section of the international nazi youth 
organisation. It has been suggested that this 
group is only staying afloat by some very 
unconventional fund-raising exercises. 

The League of St George is fighting off 
these various attempts to seize control, and 
with the combined experience of their long- 
term leadership, it is unlikely that they will 
go under just yet. 


More leaks 


For your diaries, the League is holding a 
number of social events. 

APRIL 17: Springtime social of 
“celebration” — billed as ‘‘a chance to meet 
on the nearest Saturday to the Leader's 
birthday.” 

JUNE 12: Cheese and wine social and talk. 
JULY 17 and AUGUST 21: Country ramble 
and picnic. 


Starting all 
Over again 


‘JOIN our fight! Now is the time for 


action!”’’ that’s the menacing 
proclamation in Combat, the 
publication of the newly formed 
National Action Party. And, if the 
January/February issue of Combat is 
anything to go by, this new group is 
unlikely to waste its time in literary 
pursuits. 

As is customary in these matters, the new 
fascist group has to announce its arrival 
with the claim that the racial revolution is 
now, at last, under way. The National 
Action Party is only too happy to maintain 
the tradition: 

*‘January the First 1983 is a date to 
remember. It is the date on which the 

National Action Party was formed — 

the first day of the first year of action. 

Combat pledges its support to this 

worthy new movement. The National 

Revolution is re-born!’’ 


However. this latest birth, or re-birth, is 
producing a rather familiar customer. Even 
the name of the National Action Party’s 
magazine has a familiar ring to it: Combat 
was the name of another fascist paper, 
supporting the British National Party in the 
early 60s before the formation of the 
National Front (come to think of it, there’s 
only so many permutations of old themes 
available to fascists, and John Tyndall has 
nicked the title ‘British National Party’ for 
his own latest movement to start the 
national revolution). 

The cover of Combat displays the symbol 
of the National Action Party: a lightning 
flash within a circle. Again a nice gesture 
towards tradition, as NAP’s symbol brings 
to mind the similar design which Oswald 
Mosley employed for his Union Movement. 
And while we’re on the subject, didn’t 
Mosley’s Union Movement dissolve itself 
into a group called Action Society? Ah, but 
an Action Party sounds much more 
business-like than a mere Action Society. 

The leaders of this new movement for re- 
birth are not exactly born-again fascists, for 
the names of Eddy Morrison (the National 
Organiser of NAP) and Kevin Randall (the 
editor of Combat) will be familiar to 
attentive readers of Searchlight. Nor are 
they bashful about their past experiences: 
“Our staff and supporters have been forced 
out of all the old Nationalist groups and 
have faced lies and abuse from the so-called 
leaders of these groups.’’ In other words, 
even the run-of-the-mill objectionable 
fascists object to these misfits. 

Nevertheless, Messrs Randall and 
Morrison are aware that it is de rigeur to 
come up with some fine principle, which 
says why their re-birth is better than all the 


other re-births. The editorial claims that 
‘‘The National Action Party has no self- 
proclaimed dictators’’ (dig, dig, at 
Tyndall’s British National Party or 
McLaughlin’s British Movement). On the 
other hand ‘‘neither does it have a useless 
‘democratic’ shield to hide behind’’ (dig, 
dig at the National Front — we kid you not, 
the National Front has a reputation for 
democracy in these circles). 

Having dismissed both democracy and 
the lack of democracy, the National Action 
Party then is able to present its innovatory 
constitution: ‘“‘It is led by an Executive 
comprised of worthy activists and 
experienced White Nationalists. Its two key 
officials are elected by the elite of the 
members — those who have proved by their 
actions that they deserve a voice in the 
movement’’. Note well how quickly the 
worthy activists of this new movement 
(founded on New Year’s Day) were able to 
assess, in time for the January/February 
issue, who deserved to elect the National 
Organiser and Editor. 


This littlke drawing on Combat’s banner, 
actually shows a uniformed female white 
youth, and she isn’t holding a baby either. 
Inside, there is a boxed advert for Women’s 
Action, “a truly political women’s section. 
Fight for our children’s future with the NAP. 
Send for details.’’ We shall. 


Political soldiers 


Much of the content of Combat makes 
clear that small groups of youths must be 
recruited and trained, not just to elect the 
right racial types, but to ‘‘take up the real 
fight that faces all of us’’. Thus White 
Youths are urged to join ‘“‘the White 
Resistance’’ and Combat declares ‘‘we need 
soldiers, political soldiers’’. 

Clearly, the sorts of soldiers which the 
NAP hopes to attract must be uncritical 
enough to take Messrs Randall and 
Morrison seriously. Because ‘‘the National 
Action Party is a young, active movement 
and it places a lot of emphasis on youth 
training, education and organisation’’, it 
has formed a youth section (Youth Action) 
designed to recruit ‘‘members between the 
ages of 12 and 16 years’’. Training seminars 
and schemes (nothing too precisely stated) 
are promised under the direction of a 
specially appointed Youth Action 
Organiser, who has ‘‘been an activist for 
several years, passing through’’ (being 
kicked out of) ‘‘British Movement and the 
National Fronts’’. 

Combat also mentions that the Youth 
Action section will be affiliated to ‘‘groups 
like Viking Youth’ and the magazine also 


carries an advert for Viking Youth, which 
similarly tries to recruit from the age of 12 
upwards. Viking Youth has been going for 
the past few years, trying to establish an 
international section of nazi youth 
movements. Its magazine Young Folk is 
forever publishing pictures of young blonde 
boys, with very short trousers and drill 
shirts, sitting by tents or marching with 
drums and bugles. Viking Youth, as well as 
promoting a back-to-nature sort of Aryan 
mysticism, has connections with the 
European-based Northern League and 
participates in the annual nazi gathering at 
Diksmuide in Belgium. 

It is doubtful whether Messrs Morrison 
and Randall will be able to co-operate with 
their European chums for any great length 
of time without some difference of opinion, 
followed by yet another re-birth. 
Nevertheless groups like Viking Youth will 
hope that in the meantime they might be 
able to find and pass on some 
impressionable 12-year-olds. 


WHO DO YOU THINK YOU 
ARE KIDDING MR MALSKI? 


Oh dear. Not so clever Tony Malski, the self- 
styled Carlos of Watford, is at it again. 
Just a few weeks ago Tony, who only 
ever Opens his mouth to change feet, was to 
be found at Brick Lane market in London’s 
East End handing out the latest literary 
offering from his very own National 
Socialist Action Party. Except, that the 
leaflet in question didn’t admit to being 
published by the NSAP. Instead, under a 
large swastika, and the _ slogan 


COMMUNISM 
ZIONISM 
ARE JEWISH 


P & P CONSERVATIVE CENTRAL OFFICE 
for YOUNG CONSERVATIVES 


‘Communism Zionism are Jewish’ (sic) it 
said: ‘‘’Printed and Published by 
Conservative Central Office for the Young 
Conservatives’. Just who this is supposed 
to fool is anybody’s guess. Clearly a lesson 
in disinformation is needed. 

When we told them, however, that their 
good name was being taken in vain, 
Conservative Central Office did not seem 
particularly perturbed at the latest antics of 
this deranged but dangerous nazi. They told 
us simply that they deplored such activities 
but didn’t intend doing anything about it. 


NO MORE FASCISM NO We 


THE 50th anniversary of Hitler's 
coming to power was marked all 
over Europe by anti-fascists’ 
commemorations, both official, at 
state level, and in_ local 
committees. In Vienna, Austria, 
anti-fascists held public meetings 
over seven days, ending in a 
demonstration that marched round 
the capital to President Kreisky’s 
office. 

There has been an active anti- 
fascist movement in Austria since 
the war, but particularly since 1980 
when a nazi candidate polled 
140,000 votes in the presidential 
election. In Vienna itself, each 
borough has a committee 
representing widely different 
organisations which liaises with 
other committees from time to 
time to organise national events. 
During the week of action, from 


AGAINST 
THE 
LAW 


WHEN Austria gained independence in 
1945, a new constitution was drawn up 
by the Conservatives, Social Democrats 
and the Communists which made nazi 
activity illegal. Since then, however, the 
far right have found ways of organising 
that are now legal. (See also page 12). 
In 1949 the far right formed the VDU, 
the Organisation of Independents, a 
legally constituted party, whose 
members worked in sports and cultural 
clubs and organised former soldiers. In 
1951 a right-wing students’ organisation 
was formed (the RFS) which regularly 
polled one-third of the votes in 


universities until 1965. 

In 1955-56 the VDU became the FPO, 
now known as the Liberal Party, which is 
the third largest party after the Social 
Democrats and the Conservatives. In 


1958 the FPO Chairperson, Freidrich 
Peter, was exposed as a former SS 
officer, but the party today has several 
seats in parliament. One of their main 
slogans is the expulsion of foreigners. 
They of course strongly deny their links 
with the nazi right. 

Many anti-fascists are campaigning 
for the government to enforce the 
existing law, and to ban any kind of nazi 
group, whether para-military or not. 
Others, like Simon Wiesenthal believe 
that this would have the reverse effect 
and give them more strength. While the 
discussions continue, Kreisky’s 
government has shown no signs that it 
will take steps to ban parties on the far 
right unless they present a direct threat 
to democracy. 
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18-26 January, two large public 
meetings were held. One discussed 
the reasons for the re-emergence 
of fascism and included speakers 
from the former Resistance 
organisation and from the city’s 
anti-fascist Documentation 
Centre; the other meeting, which 
brought together politicians and 
trade unionists, centred around the 
question of banning nazi groups. 
Throughout the rest of the week 
local meetings, film shows and 
exhibitions were organised by local 
borough committees and by 
students in the university. Search- 
light was able to contribute to this 
too, as the students’ union had 
invited us to speak about racism 
and fascism in Britain, and 
international neo-nazi 
connections. 

The demonstration which ended 
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The Austrian anti-fascist 
movement has links with the peace 
movement that are almost 
unthinkable in Britain. For 
Austrians, fascism has always 
meant war. Today, the continued 
existence of nationalist and 
militarist organisations on the the 
far right provides the connection 
between the movements for 
peace, and for an end to fascism in 
all its forms. 

Nationalism has always played a 
central role in Austrian politics. The 
extreme right today organise around an 
ideology of ‘Greater Germany’, seeking 
unity with other Germanic peoples. 
This ‘Deutschnationalismus’ became 
particularly strong after the fall of the 
Catholic Hapsburg dynasty which 
ended in 1918. Hitler’s brand of German 
nationalism filled a vacuum for those 
people who subscribed to the idea of a 
Greater Germany, and today the far 


right still attracts a certain section of 


FASCHISMUS 
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(Above) The leaflet prepared for the 
demonstration, calling for a ban on nazi 
groups. 
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the population through its straight nazi 
ideology. Students have been 
traditionally receptive, according to a 
worker at the Documentation Centre in 
Vienna. 

Austrian nationalism has also 
attracted right-wing elements in the 
past however. In 1934 an Austro-fascist 
one-party system was established, 
after years of armed resistance by 
socialist and democratic forces against 
an increasingly repressive state. Since 
the early 20s right-wing monarchist 
governments had presided over the 
country, with the help of the military: 
an armed anti-working class section of 
the Christian Socialist party, supported 
by Mussolini. Under Austrian fascism 
nazism was illegal. In 1933 however, 
Hitler declared that Austria was part of 
Germany, and then it was only a matter 
of time before Italy and Hungary 
withdrew their support for Austria and 
the ground was prepared for the nazi 
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the week of action attracted over 
3,000 people, young and old, from a 
wide range of organisations. The 
leaflet specially prepared for this 
listed the demands being made to 
the government. 

@No nazi candidates in national or 
local elections. 

@ Ban the NDP, the ANR and all the 
other nazi organisations (according to 
the Austrian constitution). 

@ Anti-fascist education in schools, 
universities and the media. 

@ Full rights for national minorities in 
Austria, according to the constitution 
(which guarantees them full 
democratic rights). 

@A clear statement against 


the 


stationing of Pershing 2 and cruise 
missiles in Europe, as a first step 
towards a nuclear-free Europe. 

@End arms 
dictatorships. 


sales to fascist 


takeover. In 1938 Hitler’s armies 
entered Austria in the Anschluss, and 
many people in the country, including 
the government, welcomed them. 
Socialists, communists, Slovenians 
(who live in the southern part of the 
country) and those who hated German 
nationalism were forced into hiding 
and formed a resistance movement 
which fought the nazis right up until 
the end of the war. 

Austria is a country with particularly 
bitter memories of nazism and fascist 
occupation. Although it is a neutral 
country now, the peace movement is 
one of the most active in Europe. The 
demands made by the anti-fascist 
movement for a nuclear-free Europe do 
not stem from a desire to be free of 
American military occupation, but 
from a genuine belief that the potential 
for war still exists within Europe itself. 
As long as the threat of nazism 
remains, there will always be the threat 
of war. 


au UOLA *JIPALD 


FAR RIGHT 

ORGANISE 

TO EXPEL 
FOREIGNERS 


THE largest group on the far right in 
Austria today is the National 
Democratic Party (NDP) founded in the 
mid-60s. In 1966-67 the German NDP 
managed to get several councillors 
elected, and in 1968 polled 9.8 per cent 
of the votes in Baden Wittenburg. This 
had repercussions in Austria, but the 
NDP(A) has never been able to get a 
representative elected. In 1970 it was 
discovered that they had forged 
signatures on nomination papers for 
candidates, and this practice has 
continued ever since, although 
frequently exposed. 

In 1980 the NDP founder and leader, 
Norbert Burger, stood in the presidential 
elections and polled 140,000 votes for a 
coalition of right-wing groups. His 
election slogan was ‘Vote for a really 
Austrian Germany, vote for a nationalist 
for president’. Burger was active in the 
South Tyrol bombings in the 60s, for 
which he is still wanted in Italy. He is 
also a former member of the Liberal 
Party. 

The New Right Action (ANR) is a 
small but well-known extreme right-wing 
group which operates mostly within 
universities. It has the support of both 
students and academics, although it 
suffered the fate of many extreme right- 
wing groups in 1981 and split into 
smaller factions. 

Both the ANR and the NDP aim to 
unite all right-wing groups, and 
members work in different front 
organisations. Student drinking clubs, 
for example, are heavily infiltrated by 
the far right. Sports organisations and 
groups concerned with physical fitness 
also attract members of these groups. 

In 1981 the government banned a 
para-military group ‘Kamaradschaft 
Babenberg’ which organised along 
similar lines to the Hoffman group (now 


~ ‘ 
The neo-nazi student group, the ANR, marching in uniform in June 1978. 


also banned) in West Germany. It was 
discovered that they held military 
manoeuvres on a farm north of Vienna, 
wore uniforms and practised physical 
training. 

Members of this now illegal group are 
among those who publish a paper called 
Halt, which sets out to be a ‘democratic 
means in the struggle against the 
integration of foreigners’. On Friday 17 
December they called a meeting to form 
a coalition with the same slogan to stand 
candidates in the forthcoming general 
elections on April 24 this year. 
Invitations to this meeting were sent to 
all German and history teachers in- 
Viennese schools. Also invited were Dr 
Herbert Fritz, a former NDP member 
who is today active in the extreme right 
‘Society of Friendship with Peoples’; 
Ferdinand Kamenicky, from the NDP in 
Lower Austria; Dr Bruno Haas, from 
the ANR; and Arthur Maichanitsch, 
known for his involvement in the 
Kameradschaft Babenberger, now 
representing a group called ‘Studygroup 
Ottakring’ ‘(Ottakring is the name of the 
16th borough of Vienna). 

This coalition has since been banned 
from standing in the elections because it 
is unconstitutional. 


Norbert Burger’s campaign poster in 1980. 
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‘‘Once danger Is 


recognised as danger... 


99 


Searchlight interviewed Simon Wiesenthal at his office in Vienna 
and discussed with him the emergence of neo-nazis. 

Wiesenthal is famous all over the world for his efforts to track 
down nazi war criminals. Today, a remarkably active 73-year-old, 
he iectures in Europe and the USA on the consequences of the 
Holocaust. He believes that while many people know about the 
nazi Holocaust, and much has been published on the subject, it is 
also very important to understand its consequences, and that it 
was not the first. “There have been 2,000 years of massacres and 
exterminations, and not only of Jews”, he said. ‘’The history of 
man is the history of crimes. The Holocaust remains through all 
generations, and then it is only a matter of technology”. 


The Wiesenthal Centre documents all the 
criminals for whom they are searching, as 
well as many historical events of the nazi 
period. More recently they have developed 
a special section to deal with the increase in 
neo-nazi groups. Wiesenthal himself is well 
aware that there is a ‘biological solution’ (as 
he puts it) awaiting the war criminals, and 
that there is now a new generation of nazis 
slowly becoming a danger. 

The Jewish Telegraph recently quoted 
Wiesenthal as saying that England was the 
country with the highest emergence of 
fascist and neo-nazi groups in recent years. 
He explains the situation in Britain as 
different from that in other European 
countries because of the presence of former 
colonial subjects and the racism which 
feeds the right in England. He clearly finds 
many parallels in the racial violence against 
blacks in Britain and the Jews in Germany 
in the 30s. And he has no faith in the efforts 
of governments to condemn racism, 
because of their need for votes. Arithmetic 
is always the most important factor for 
them, and ethics fall prey to arithmetic. 

In Austria many anti-fascists think that 
neo-nazis should be banned. Wiesenthal 
disagrees. 

‘“‘This is not a solution, to bring a nazi 
group underground. I am always in favour 
of having them under control. But by 
banning them you produce martyrs, and we 
don’t need that. A better solution would be 
to restrict and punish their activities and to 
get them into the courts. Trials cost money, 
and there is always the potential for making 
anti-fascist propaganda by airing the whole 
subject in the newspapers. When you bring 
someone to court, you can show people 
what they represent. Let them exist under 
strong legislative controls. 

‘‘In Austria, after Hitler they made a 
stupid law called Verbotgesetz which 
forbids neo-nazi propaganda and 
organisation. The penalty is a minimum 
sentence of five years’ imprisonment. But 
this is what happened: people made 100 per 
cent nazi propaganda and distributed it, but 
when they came to court, no jury would 
give five years for a leaflet, so they are 
always acquitted. And because of this they 
believe that they are legal — and they are 
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right. 

‘In Germany they discovered that they 
had to change the law. The punishment has 
been reduced to a minimum six months 
prison sentence. I sent a letter to our own 
Minister of Justice a year ago pointing this 
out, but I never got an answer. Here we 
have two main political parties, and about 
200,000 former nazis and their families. 
They change their sympathies from one 
election to the next, so that no party can get 
a majority with their votes — and they 
belong to both parties. So this paralyses the 
government and they take no steps against 
them. 

‘In Germany the situation is completely 
different. There too, there are nazis in all 
the parties, but there is more guilt too. How 
do we know? We know this from our work 
in the last 38 years; first of all they could see 
the disasters, while Austria remained the 
same. Austrians claimed to be the victims of 
nazism, but Hitler was accepted by a big 
majority of people with flowers in the 
Anchluss; the Austrian nazis were long 
preparing for war. 

‘‘Every year we send a report to the 
German government. Four years ago in our 
summary to this report, we warned that the 
neo-nazis were preparing to take direct 
action, as opposed to making propaganda. 
But the government made the same mistake 
as before with the left. They allowed them 
to organise initially, and when they began 
to kidnap people and rob banks, they 
couldn’t stop them. The right has now 
learned from and begun copying the left. 
But the whole attack against extremists in 
Germany has been solely against the left. 
The government has been blind in one eye. 

‘“We are now living in a dangerous time, 
because of the crisis. Because when a 
democratic power is in a defensive position, 
the unhappy people on the streets are the 
only ones with an answer; they make other 
people responsible. It would have been 
impossible for Hitler to come to power 
without the crisis, at a time when there was 
six or seven million people unemployed. 
The communists too tried to benefit from 
the crisis. There was co-operation between 
the nazis and the communists in parliament 
before 1933. 


Simon Wiesenthal 


‘‘Democratic parties around the world 
have no programme for young people. 
Dictatorships start as a minority, but they 
can build a majority with the help of young 
people. They make programmes for them, 
they occupy them from morning till night, 
and later on they can depend on these same 
people. By the end of the war there was 
10,500,000 nazi party members. Today, 38 
years later, there are about four million 
nazis alive and their average age is about 62. 
The nazi party built something for the 
future. 

‘“‘Neo-nazis today are mostly young, with 
a few older people who could not find a 
place in the democratic parties of their own 
countries. They give money because they 
are happy to encourage them. This is 
happening in USA and in Canada too to 
some extent. In the US, neo-nazis present a 
big problem because of the First 
Amendment which guarantees freedom of 
speech and writing. Neo-nazis in Europe, 
Australia, South Africa and South America 
could not exist without propaganda from 
the USA in five languages. The question is 
who is financing it — because these people 
are poor. After talks with the FBI, the 
Attorney General and Jewish organisations, 
we only have shadows of directions and 
rumours, but no real evidence. 

“Two years ago we found that about 
40,000-50,000 people in Austria and 
Germany were on a mailing list for nazi 
propaganda coming from a post office box 
in Denmark. We contacted the Danish 
government and that was that. Then there 
was a man called Ernst Zindel who was 
publishing similar stuff in English and 
German from Toronto. We told the 
Solicitor General in Canada and they got on 
to him. Now he sends the same material 
from Buffalo, USA, half-an-hour away 
from Toronto. 

‘‘Without international co-operation we 
will always be take by surprise. Nazis in 
some countries can’t do anything alone. 
When police search for them, they need to 
be able to go to another country. We have 
seen this many times. But this is only after 
they have done something, not before. The 
police should be infiltrating these groups in 
all democratic countries to know what they 
are planning. This happens now in 
Germany. 

‘“‘What we need, though, is better co- 
operation between governments, and to 
have institutions occupied with observance. 
This is very important. Once danger is 
recognised as danger then it loses half its 
importance, and it gives you the ability to 
prepare defence.”’ 


IN the summer of 1930, the following 
conversation took place between 
Adolf Hitler and another veteran 


nazi, Otto Strasser. Strasser’ $ report 
of this conversation (in his book 
Hitler and I) runs as follows: 


-““Let us assume, Herr Hitler, that you 
came into power tomorrow. What would 
you do about Krupp’s? Would you leave 
it alone or not?’ 

““Of course | would leave it alone’, 
cried Hitler. ‘Do you think me crazy 
enough to want to ruin Germany’s great 
industry?” 


“At you wish to preserve the capitalist 


regime, Herr Hitler, you have no right to 
talk of socialism. For our supporters are 
socialists, and your programme 
demands the socialisation of private 
enterprise’. 

“"That word “socialism” 
trouble’, said Hitler’. 

Forty-five years later, another fascist 
party (the National Front) was riven with 
a vicious internal split which was 
strangely comparable to that which 
occurred in the German Nazi Party in the 
early ‘30s. Despite the widely-held view 
that the Front’s 1975 split was basically 
between hard-line, extreme nazis and 
more moderate ex-Conservative 
“populists’’, an important factor was the 
presence in the party of a number of 
young nazis who drew their ideas from 
those of Otto Strasser and his brother 
Gregor. 

Fascist movements have typically 
considered themselves to be radical, and 
both the German and Italian fascist 
parties borrowed many of their initial 
slogans from the left. There was always 
a tension, however, between those who 
saw the slogans merely as a device for 
gaining working-class support, and 
those who took them more seriously. In 


is the 


German terms, this division pitted 


national-socialists against national- 
socialists, with the latter arguing for a 


_ radical restructuring of the German 
economy and society, and the former 
content to militarise the status quo. The 


leading figures in the radical wing of the 


_ Nazi Party were the Strasser brothers. 


| Racial Bolshevism 


_ Gregor Strasser (1892- 1934) was one of 
the earliest members of the fledgling 
_ National Socialist German Workers’ 


Party. During Hitler‘s imprisonment 


_ following the unsuccessful Munich — 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ PHONE MENACE 


National Front supporter John Leyshon has 
been given a three-month suspended prison 
sentence for daubing threatening slogans on 
walls and making menacing phone calls. 

He appeared at Swindon Magistrates Court 
with Front supporter James Sharman, who 
was bailed for three weeks for reports. 
Leyshon, 24, of Upham Road was also fined 
£100 and ordered to pay £219 compensation. 


| The Perennial Heresy e 


on of 1923 {an incarceration which 
was to produce Mein Kampf) he was 


caretaker co-Chairman of the NSDAP. 
Following Hitler's release, he sold his 


_ chemists’ shop to devote himself full- 


time to party activism; he founded the 
paper VS-8refe, which was designed to 
inform officials of the party line; and in 
this capacity recruited Josef Goebbels as 
the paper's editor. 


Gregor’s brother Otto (1897-1974) 


joined the Nazi Party in 1925, and 
together with Gregor, proselytised the 
ideas of “Racial Bolshevism” within the 


Party. Although Otto did not long 


survive his 1930 conversation with the 
Fiihrer (he was expelled in July of that 


year), Gregor went on to hold the 


impressive-sounding office of “Reich 
Organisation Leader” of the Party. By 
1934, however, Hitler had determined to 
crush all manifestation of opposition to 
his political and ideological authority, 
and during the 1934 “Night of the Long 
Knives” {in which Hitler's SS massacred 
the leaders of the Brownshirt SA), 
Gregor and many other Strasserites were 
killed. Only neat political footwork saved 
Josef Goebbels from a similar fate. 


“The rise of the Nazi Movement signifies 
the nation’s protest against a state 
refusing the right to work ... protest 
against economic order thinking only in 
terms of profit and dividends”’. 

Gregor Strasser, 10 May 1932. 


Despite the radicalism of the 


Strassers’ programme (calling, as it did, 
for German workers’ control of industry 
and the nationalisation of land), it is 


important to understand that, while 


Hitler had trouble with the word 
“socialism”, the Strasserites had no 
problem with the word “nationalism’’. 
Their revolution was seen completely in 
terms of race and nation, and the 
Strassers were as virulently anti-semitic 
as any other faction of the Party. While 
Hitler believed that communism was 
Jewish, indeed, Otto Strasser went to 
great lengths to distance Marxism from 


its Jewish founder. “The Jew, you see, is 
above all adaptable’, he explained to 
Hitler. He exploits existing possibilities, 
but creates nothing. He makes use of 


socialism, he utilises capitalism, he 
would even exploit National-Socialism if 


Sharman, 20, of Prospect Hill, attended 
court with the slogan ‘‘Stab the Judge’’ on 
the back of his jacket. 

All the properties damaged by the two men 
belonged to members of left-wing 
organisations or people with known left-wing 
views. 


@NF MAN HAD SMOKE BOMBS 


A former National Front member was found 
in possession of four smoke bombs at an anti- 
nuclear demonstration in Watford last 
summer. 

John McAuley (25), of Crabtree Lane, 
Hemel Hempstead, was bound over for 12 


‘“‘The term socialism in itself is} | 


unfortunate, but it is essential to realise 
that it does mean businesses must be 
socialised.. . 
in possession and control is simply 
Marxism”. 

Adolf Hitler, 22 May 1930. 


This sharing of the workers | 


you gave him the chance”. Citing ‘the | 


good German Engels’. 


Strasser | 


concluded that “socialism was not of | 


Jewish origin at all”. The great power of _ 


nazi propaganda was its ability to weld 


both anti-capitalism and anti-socialism _ 
into a single ideology. In its early years, _ 
the main drive of the Party was to echo _ 
Goebbels: “It is because we want | 


SP es 


socialism that we are anti-semitic”’. 


After the nazi seizure of power, | 
however, the emphasis shifted. As Hitler 
put it, “only an anti-semite is a true anti- 


communist’. 


Doctrinaire fools 


When these arguments were revived | 
within British fascism in the 1970s, both _ 
factions acknowledged their respective 
heritages. In the year of Otto Strasser’s — 


death, his disciples in the National Front 
revived the charge that “Hitler... was 
backed by international financiers and 


eventually liquidated those inside his | 
party whose radicalism he had earlier — 


tolerated and used’ (Britain First, 
December 1974). 

Even more open was a leading 
propagandist of the “hard-line” faction, 
Richard Verrall. 
description of Strasserites as 


“doctrinaire fools and political boy-~ 


Echoing Hitler's 


scouts”, Verrall described the Britain First _ 


faction’s ideas as follows: 
“The emergence of these ideas within 
the National Front represents, in fact, 


the perennial heresy of Nationalist 


politics: it was preached before by the | 
National Bolsheviks and National | 
Syndicalists, by the Strasser faction of 
the Nazi Party and by syndicalist groups __ 


on the Italian Right. It is Marxism in the 


guise of nationalism” \Speeoend, 


Dec/Jan 1976). 


The central core of the “heresy” was 
defined by Verrall as being the Neo- | 


Strasserites opposition 


“to capitalism 


per se (instead of finance capitalism)”. . 


months in the sum of £250 at St Albans Court 
on 20 January. He was found not guilty of 
having the smoke bombs to injure anti- 
nuclear demonstrators after the jury had seen 
one of the bombs exploded in a yard outside 
the court. (The Times 21.1.83.) 


e@ HITLER LEAFLETS — CONVICTION 
STANDS 


A man fined £100 for his part in handing out 
pro-Hitler racist leaflets to schoolchildren, 
has lost his appeal against conviction. 

Mark Brazier (21), of Meadowside 
Avenue, Bolton, was one of five men found 
guilty of distributing the leaflets. 
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“My husband used to think the police over 
here all wore halos over their helmets, just 
like the West Indian police. To be honest, 
two years ago I’d have said much the same. 
If anyone talked to me about police 
harassment, | took it with a big pinch of 
salt. In fact till recently I’d never even 
spoken to a policeman.’ So says Brenda 
Bravo, the white mother of four black 
children. Her second son, Mark, has 
now been so severely harassed by 
North London police that she has 
become something of a campaigner on 
the issue. 

Mark, now seventeen, is 6’ 6” tall, which 
makes him easy to pick out in a crowd. His 
troubles began in earnest when he bought 
his first motor-bike. On his sixteenth 
birthday he got a licence. Four days later he 
had been stopped by the police no less than 
seven times. On the first occasion he tried 
to take the officer’s number. He was told: 
“you take my number and I'll have you for 
dangerous driving”. 

His mother, not surprisingly, was 
horrified. ‘/’m not pretending Mark’s an angel, 
he’d done a period of probation in the past, but 
now it seemed he didn’t have a chance. He lived 
for the bike and the police seemed just out to get 
him. | didn’t know where to turn, | thought of 
hiring a mini-cab to follow him, so that we'd 
have proof, but | couldn’t afford it’. Instead 
she kept a diary. 

Her diary records that in one 14-day period 
during the spring of last year Mark was 
stopped on 23 separate occasions. This 
average of nearly twice a day is even more 
remarkable considering that on one of 
the days in question Mark was sick in bed 
and on another he was at home because the 
bike was broken. During this time he was 
constantly asked to produce his tax, MoT 
and insurance at the police station. This he 
regularly, if reluctantly, did, culminating in 
a period where he had to produce them six 
times in a single week. 

On the 31st March ‘82 two police officers 
(a man and a woman) called at the Bravo 
house to ask why Mark had not produced 
his documents. In fact he had. Since the 
officers did not believe this, he went to the 
police station again and was arrested, on his 
way there, by the self-same pair of police. 
The result? A £5 fine for abusive behaviour. 

On April 4th Mark was arrested for TDA 
(taking and driving away) his own bike. 
According to statements made by Mark and 
his mother, he was assaulted at the station. 
His bike was confiscated (no reason was 
given) for three weeks and only returned 
after his family’s solicitors sent a letter to 
the police. 

After the assault, Mrs Bravo and her 
husband, who is a retired British Rail 
supervisor (and at 73 a bit old to be hauled 
out of bed at 2am to trek to police stations 
for no good reason) had had enough and 
brought out a complaint. About a week 
later an investigating officer called round 
and persuaded them to drop the complaint 
on the basis that he would get the other 
officers to lay off Mark. They laid off for 
around three weeks. 


Ludicrous incidents 


The list of Mark’s brushes with the police is 
a long one. Apart from days like April 4th 
(when he was stopped seven times) it 
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includes such ludicrous incidents as an 
officer stopping him for being without an ‘L’ 
platre. He had a home-made one. He 
pointed it out. It was large and obvious and 
covered in cling film. ‘Well, you haven't got it 
now” said the PC, ripping it off and ripping it 
up. Petty as such incidents appear, their 
cumulative effect on the family has been 
most distressing. 

He has been accused of not wearing a 
safety helmet when pushing (not riding) a 
bike, hassled about his indicators, lights, 
horn, and tyres and has several times been 
the victim of racial abuse. 

Mrs Bravo has now been bound over for 
£200 to keep her son out of trouble. She'd 
sooner go to prison than pay. Not that 
Mark’s likely to be on the streets that much 
any more. Last December he was banned 
from riding his bike for six months. 

“He’s at home all day. Of all the mates he left 
school with, only one of them’s got a job”, says 
Mrs Bravo, “but if you make a mistake when 
you’re young, and you're black, it seems you 
don’t get a second chance. My eldest son 
Anthony (now at university) was stopped by the 
police once. He was always studying and it was 


virtually the only time he’d been out on the street 
between exams. But he’d won a Winston 
Churchill Award and had shaken hands 
(reluctantly) with Mrs Thatcher you see, so he 
just waved this card which said ‘Anthony Bravo 
is a Winston Churchill Fellow’ and the police got 
dead nervous and waved him on. Respectable 
you see.” 

Brenda Bravo has re-opened her 
complaint against the police. It should 
result in a three-month inquiry involving 200 
officers. She has been helped in this by the 
Haringey Independent Police Committee 
and has received much support from 
friends. 

“It won't make me popular with the police”, 
she says, “but someone’s got to speak up. It’s 
definitely much worse round here than it used to 
be and with the police investigating themselves, 
what can you do? The new Police Bill’s no 
better. Worse in fact. They can stop and search 
the kids for nothing. Sometimes | think they're 
getting just like nazis.” 

Just another story of how a series of 
minor incidents, petty in themselves, can 
put an intolerable strain on a family trying to 
get by. 


NF stir it up 
in West London 


A National Front march recently banned in 
Hounslow, west London, attracted little 
attention outside the area. But it provided a 
good example of how the NF try to mobilise 
white youth by introducing racism into a 
situation where tension already exists. 

During November and December 1982 a 
number of white youths were arrested on or 
around the Beavers Estate in Hounslow for so- 
called hooliganism’. On one occasion, the police 
had made a ‘courtesy visit’ to a local pub, called 
the Beaver, after which several arrests were 
made. A few days after this, petrol bombs were 
thrown at a police car as it drove across the 
estate, and more bombs were found in the 
bushes. Eight youths were arrested, two being 
remanded and six released on bail to await trial 
in the Old Bailey. All the youths were white. 

At the beginning of January the NF stepped 
in, circulating a leaflet round the estate which 
declared its support for the youth in their stand 
against the police. ‘We in the National Front can 
sympathise with the plight of these young people, 
having ourselves been on the receiving end of a 
vicious bullying campaign for years,’ it ran. The 
next paragraph explained to these youths that the 
police were racially motivated: ‘The police of T 
district are terrified of upsetting our large and 
unwanted Asian community for fear of 
provoking riots such as those in Southall in 1979 
and ’81. In order to satisfy the Asians that they 
are ‘‘on their side’ the local police have come 
down heavily on white youths whether 
justification exists or not’. 

The march, called for January 22, was to 
protest ‘against police harassment of whites as a 
peace gesture to the militant Asian community’. 

The Beavers estate belongs to the UK Housing 
Trust, faced for the first time in its history with 
this situation. From the start they were 
determined to take a firm anti-racist stand, and 
to prevent the NF from stirring up racism on the 
estate. With the help of Hounslow Community 
Relations Council and the local law centre, a 
network of community groups was quickly 
established to protest at the proposed march. 
Over 200 letters were sent to the press and the 
police demanding that the march be banned. 
Despite some sensational reporting by some of 


the Hounslow papers, the issue remained a local 
one. 

Although the march was banned on the day, 
about 60 NF members, mostly from outside the 
area, let alone the estate, gathered for a rally and 
then marched back to the station, outnumbered 
by police. A spokesperson from the UK Housing 
Trust said that there had been no significant 
support from the estate. So far from provoking a 
racist response in the community, the NF by their 
own actions had actually led to a wide ranging 
anti-racist network of contacts that will 


hopefully continue long after the NF have left 
the neighbourhood. 


RACIAL 


VIOLENCE. 


Teenage convicted of murder 


19-year-old David McShane was jailed for life 
for the murder of Asif Shamsuddin in the King’s 
Cross area of London last summer. Shamsuddin 
and a friend had gone to the area to visit a 
woman. Being unsure of the flat she occupied 
they sounded the horn of Shamsuddin’s car 
several times to attract attention and threw 
stones up at the flat windows. McShane’s 
brother exchanged verbal abuse with the two 
men and pointed an air rifle at them to frighten 
them away, but that only inflamed the situation. 
David McShane then took two knives from the 
kitchen and chased the two men as they ran for 
their car. As Shamsuddin tried to drive away he 
was stabbed repeatedly — one would went 
through the neck and severed his jugular vein, 
killing him in seconds. Later that day both 
brothers gave themselves up to the police. David 
McShane claimed that the two men had tried to 
break into his flat and one of them had stabbed 
him in the arm before he went after them. 
(Hackney Gazette 21.1.83). 


Jailed for attack on doctor 


Two young men were jailed for their attack on a 
Pakistani doctor in Basingstoke. Doctor 
Jayaram from Widnes, Lancashire, had been in 
Basingstoke to attend a conference and was 
returning to the station when he was subjected to 
racial abuse from the two men. One of them — 
Patrick Heffernan — ran towards him and gave 
him a karate-style kick to the head and as the 
doctor staggered back, Michael Collins joined in 
and kicked the doctor twice. Everything had 
been seen by two plain clothes policemen who 
went to the rescue. There was a struggle in which 
Collins butted one of the officers. Judge Ewart 
James told the two men: “‘It seems to me you 
were just carried away by your hate towards 
someone you regarded as a foreigner. If you had 
served — as I have 40 years ago — with Pakistani 
soldiers you would know they are a very brave 
race. It was absolutely despicable’’. (Basingstoke 
Gazette 14.1.83.) 


Gang hurled bricks 


Mr Surjit Lalli, a labourer from Southall, was 
taken to hospital and received stitches for three 
cuts in his head after he was ambushed on his 
way home from the shops. Four youths ran up 
behind him in an alleyway and as one rifled his 
pockets, about 15 bricks were hurled at him. 
(Southall Gazette 14.1.83.) 


Youth kicked by ‘stag night’ crowd 


19]-year-old Andrew Fern suffered a bruised 
nose, a cut lip and a swollen eye after he tried to 
leave a friend’s birthday party at the Allendale 
Centre in Wimbourne, Dorset. David Fleetham, 
who admitted assaulting Fern, had been out 
drinking with friends to celebrate his stag night 
and had called at the centre late with a group of 
friends and had argued with the doorman who 
tried to keep them out. Mr Fern and his friends, 
who wished to leave the party, tried to push their 
way through the crowd when someone called out 
‘nigger’ and a scuffle started in which Fleetham 
started punching Mr Fern around the face. 
Fleetham, who was bound over to keep the peace 
for 12 months or forfeit £100, denied any colour 
prejudice. He said many of his friends were black 
and he had simply over-reacted to Mr Fern 
bumping in to him. (Bournemouth & Dorset 
Times 21.1.83.) 


New attack by racists 


A family who were victims of a race hate 
campaign last year have suffered yet another 
attack. More racist clogans were sprayed over the 
house of the Gilbert family in Wellingborough 
and police have been unable to find the culprits. 
Mrs Eunice Gilbert said she had also received a 
letter which hoped the family had a nasty 
Christmas and wondered whether savages 
celebrated the event. It said blacks had no future 
in Wellingborough so the family should get out. 
Mrs Gilbert added’ ‘‘It those responsible think 
we are frightened, they are mistaken. We are not 
going to be intimidated by cowards and creeps. 
We have been here nine years and intend to 
stay’’. (Telegraph Kettering 6.1.83.) 


Self defence 


A 20-year-old black man pleased guilty to 
unlawfully possessing a Swiss Army knife as an 
offensive weapon and was conditionally 
discharged for 12 months. Fabian Pascal said he 
was carrying the knife for safety as some of his 
friends had been beaten up by National Front 
supporters. (Kensington News and Post 14.1.83.) 


Two jailed for attacks 


Two men who made an unprovoked attack on a 
black schoolboy as he walked along a Bristol 
street have been sent to prison. Jeffrey Coles, 20, 
and Ross Danaher, 19 — both of Proctor House, 
Redcliff, Bristol, admitted assaulting Paul 
Graham, causing actual bodily harm. 

Dahaner also admitted assaulting a black 
bakery worker as he walked home in the early 
hours of the morning. He was sentenced to two 
years and nine months. Coles was given a two- 
year sentence. 

Paul Graham, the schoolboy, aged 15, was 
punched and hit with a three-foot long stick. The 
Taunton court was told that the motive for the 
attack appeared to be racial. Coles chased him 
and called him ‘‘a black bastard’’. Paul suffered 
cuts and bruises on his head, back, arms and 
legs. 

Dahaner told police, ‘“Well, they deserve it 
don’t they?”’ (Bristol Evening Post 14.1.83). 


ARSON 


Gravesend 


20-year-old Donald Loveridge and a 15-year-old 
boy both of Gravesend appeared in court and 
admitted entering house and smearing racial 
slogans on the walls. The boy is also due to 
appear at Graveshamn Juvenile Court accused of 
an arson offence. Mr Balhar Singh Baines and 
his family returned home after visiting friends on 
New Years’ Eve and had gone to bed at 9.45. At 
about 1ipm Mr Baines awoke after hearing a 
noise downstairs and looking out of his 
bedroom, saw there was a fire in the kitchen. The 
court heard that investigations after the blaze 
found that a quantity of electrical equipment had 
been moved, racial slogans written with red shoe 
polish across walls and furniture soaked in drink 
from a cupboard. Loveridge said in court, ‘“We 
looked for something to nick and I saw some 
Indian pictures on the wall. I started writing on 
them with polish”. (Gravesend & Dartford 
Reporter 21.1.83.) 


Manchester 


A Pakistani family escaped unhurt after an arson 
attack on their Manchester home in which petrol 
was poured through the letter box. (Manchester 
Evening News 21.1.83). 


RIGHT TO 
SELF- 
DEFENCE 
WON IN 
BIRMINGHAM 
TRIAL 


PINO KHAN, the Pakistani man who 
suffered racial abuse and was then charged 
with assaulting two of the racists involved, 
has been cleared. And the men he was 
accused of attacking have been charged with 
inciting racial hatred, and are expected to 
appear in court in Birmingham in February. 

Labour MP for Sparkbrook, Birmingham, 
Roy Hattersley, has made an_ official 
complaint about the way Mr Khan was 
treated by police and has called for an inquiry 


_into their conduct. 


The whole incident has again highlighted 
police- disinterest in investigating cases of 
racial harassment. Mr Khan suffered not only 
racial abuse, but arrest, detention and a four- 
day trial. Only now, almost a year after the 
incident which led to his arrest, are the racists 
facing trial. The Khan family have suffered 
racial harassment for at least two years. The 
police were called several times but failed to 
respond. When they finally did, they arrested 
Mr Khan — not the racists who were abusing 
him. 

On that occasion Mr Khan, 47, of 
Sparkhill, was at home with relatives when 
three white men arrived from the pub. One of 
them, a 17-year-old airman stationed at RAF 
Stafford, started shouting racial abuse, and 
bottles were hurled at Mr Khan’s house. Mr 
Khan phoned the police, who failed to arrive 
and .— to protect himself from physical 
assault, wielded a stick. One of the youths 
was injured. 

Mr Khan’s attempt at self-defence led to 
his arrest. Some of his relatives were also 
detained but the racists were allowed to go 
free. When the case was eventually heard, at 
Birmingham Crown Court in January this 
year, the jury unanimously acquitted Mr 
Khan on all charges. 

The defence committee which was set up 
after the arrest and picketed the court and 
local police station are concerned that racial 
attacks are ‘‘on the increase”’ in Birmingham 
and say that the police are ‘‘at best 
complacent or, at worst, encouraging the 
attacks’’. 

They point out that Mr Khan is a-member 
of the Amalgamated Union of Engineering 
Workers. They say that the local branch 
chairman at first refused discussion of the 
incident at a branch meeting because it was 
‘‘nothing to .do with the union, so it should 
not become involved”’. 

They also say that Mr Khan had great 
problems getting legal aid. ‘‘It is essential 
that we watch out for further incidents of this 
nature’’, said a committee member. 
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CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 15/79 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight ar: analysed and 
discussed. 


Cart AMPAICAIN ACAIINST 
RACISM & FASCISM 


Racism and Children in Care 


A WHITE, working-class father was 
describing — without complaint — the 
difficulties he and his wife had 
experienced making sure their six 
children got to three schools on time, 
by public transport. The magistrate, 
who had to decide whether one of the 
children should be allowed home from 
care — interrupted him to ask, ‘‘Why 
didn’t you think of that before you had 
them?”’ 

Children are very rarely received into care 
because their parents do not want them. 
They are put into voluntary care, in the 
majority of cases, because of a crisis — 
illness, confinement, or an accumulation of 
problems whereby parents cannot look 
after them and have no-one else to turn to 
but the authorities. Alternatively, they are 
taken into care, or kept there after an initial 
voluntary admission, because the local 
authority decides that it is in the children’s 
interests — the parents are bad parents or 
the care the children receive is not 
satisfactory. That, of course, involves value 
judgments. 


Value judgments 


A is a young black single woman with a 
baby of 12 months. She was housed in the 
middle of an almost all-white council estate. 
She could not afford to keep the rooms 
heated on her supplementary benefit. She 
had no friends or relatives nearby, so she 
used to take her baby girl to the doctor 
whenever she was worried over minor 
problems. When the baby was six months 
old she had diarrhoea. A took her to the 
doctor, but this time the doctor contacted 
the social services and had the child 
admitted to hospital. The social workers 
arrived at the hospital with a ‘place of 
safety’ order and told A she could not have 
her back; they were taking her into care. 
No-one had ever suggested that A was cruel 
or neglectful to her baby; everyone 
accepted that she loved her. The baby was 
removed from her mother on the word of 
one white doctor that this mother was unfit 
to care for her child. 

M and H, a West Indian couple in their 
twenties, had a baby who regurgitated most 
of what he was fed. They took him to 
hospital where the baby was diagnosed as 
‘failing to thrive’ due to ‘malnutrition’. 
This was put down to the mother’s neglect 
and was used against her in subsequent care 
proceedings. It was only many months later 
that the boy was found to be suffering from 
a serious illness which probably caused his 
failure to keep food down. 

Decisions on whether to take children 
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Bangladeshi organisations picket Tower Hamlets (London) Council on behalf of a family 


who have been denied access to their child (15.11.82). 


into care are taken by social service 
departments, who rely on information from 
doctors, health visitors, teachers and 
police. Often the accuracy of the 
information is not tested until the child has 
been removed and the parents have had to 
go to court. 

In care proceedings, the case is between 
the local authority and the child, the 
parents are not parties. They cannot get 
legal aid to put their case. They are allowed 
to be there, and to answer specific 
allegations made against them, but they 
have no right to tell the court what they 
want for their child. 

This procedure illustrates most crudely 
the contempt for parents which has been a 
feature of the system of care since its 
inception. Care rapidly became a 
mechanism whereby local ‘boards of 
guardians’ removed children from ‘unfit’ 
working-class parents. The system was 
developed in the late 19th century and early 
20th century as part of a series of measures 
designed to build generations of fit young 
people to continue the great task of running 
an expanding Empire. The government was 
appalled at the sickly, unhealthy state of the 
nation’s children and their unfitness for the 
‘great task’, and blamed the mothers for 
ignorance and fecklessness rather than 
tackle the causes of the underlying 
desperate poverty of working-class families. 

From the very beginning, class- 
determined moral and value judgments 
were at the heart of social services provision 
for mothers. Nearly a century later, the 


same moral judgments form the basis of 
decisions to remove children from their 
parents, and the attitudes built into the 
system are compounded by racism. These 
days the social workers are more often than 
not young, childless, university-trained and 
loaded with sociological jargon to 
legitimate their practices. 

In the early and mid-1960s it was West 
African parents who, by and large, bore the 
brunt of these attitudes. Most West 
Africans in Britain came as students — 
often in couples, one partner usually 
worked full-time to support the other’s 
studies, and often studied part-time as well. 
Given a society in which it was customary 
for young children to be looked after by 
someone other than the parents — a school 
teacher, or an elderly relative who needed 
the help and companionship a child would 
bring — informal fostering was continued 
here. Since the family was not available, 
couples turned to private foster-parents. 
Social workers faced with the phenomenon 
of widespread private fostering, often 
reacted with horror, assuming that the 
parents must be uncaring, selfish or 
ignorant. While deploring the standards of 
care in the overcrowded and expensive 
foster homes, they refused to take the 
children into local authority care unless it 
was to be permanent, with the parents shut 
out of the children’s lives for ever. 


Ethnic studies fuel racism 


Since then race relations and the study of 
‘ethnic minorities’ has appeared on the 


curricula of social work courses. But 
however much the new, ethnically aware 
social workers might know about the 
culture of black parents, when it comes to 
the crunch, of deciding whether a child 
should be removed from its parents, and 
where it should be placed, the old white, 
middle-class values reassert themselves. In 
fact, recent remarks from social workers 
reveal a whole gamut of attitudes of 
superiority towards black people, ranging 
from the idea that blacks are uncivilised — 
“‘They require more help with simple things 
like hygiene’’ — via paternalism — ‘‘J try to 
educate minorities to understand the 
different values and patterns of behaviour 
so that they fit in better’’ — to the idea that 
assimilation must be the unspoken goal — 
“Tf you pick up a social worker’s case file, 
you will not be able to tell the colour of the 
client’s skin.’’ Peppered throughout social 
workers’ attitudes* is the strong conviction 
of their innate cultural and moral 
superiority over their black clients’ ‘‘Their 
beliefs how children should behave are very 
different, I don’t think we get through to 
them’’, “In some child-care problems the 
parents won’t bend because of inborn 
attitudes — ‘‘The child is mine, I'll treat it 
as I think fit’, ‘“‘There is a lack of 
purposeful recreational activity in the 
home’’. Knowledge of black cultures, is 
divorced from a discussion about racism in 
Britain. This absolves social workers of 
examining their own role in racist practices, 
and provides them with an ‘explanation’ of 
black family problems. Multi-ethnic multi- 
cultural studies has lent authority to a 
pathology of the black family ‘‘West 
Indians’ attitudes to their children _cause 
problems, they dominate them by force’’, 
“‘West Indian adolescent girls figure highly 
amongst one-parent families, and West 
Indian boys tend to appear before the 
courts...”’ 

It is the West Indian extended family that 
is on trial now. Parents, particularly young 
single mothers, are accused of yo-yoing 


their children when they send them to their 
own mothers for short periods and then 
have them back. Grandparents who want to 
look after the children permanently often 
have to do battle with local authorities first 
— and sometimes lose. In a recent case, the 
health visitor’s concern for a child living 
with her grandmother was based on how 
well-behaved the child was. Another local 
authority wanted to remove a child to long- 
term foster-parents because, although the 
child was ‘well cared for’, she called her 
grandmother ‘mum’ and her mother was 
always round at the grandmother’s, who 
‘appeared to be looking after both’. 

Asian families have so far been able, by 
and large, to resist social worker 
encroachment on their lives, largely because 
very few social services departments have 
any professional staff who can speak Asian 
languages. Where they have intervened, 
however, a similar pattern of racism 
emerges. When parents can’t cope it is 
unthinkable for social workers to allow the 
older, teenage children to look after the 
younger ones and so young Asian children 
are shipped off to white foster parents. 

Racial statistics on children in care are 
not, it seems, kept any more. But enough 
were kept in past years to show that, in the 
decade from 1959 to 1969, the proportion 
of children in care in Birmingham who were 
black rose from 9.7 per cent to 31.3 per 
cent. In 1974, of the children in care in 
Tower Hamlets, 21 per cent were black, and 
in the same year, in Wandsworth, 54 per 
cent of the children from 0-9 years old in 
care were black. More worrying still is the 
figure from a study in Leicester in 1975, 
that black children were twice as likely as 
white children to be in care as a result of 
court proceedings (i.e. not placed there 
voluntarily). 


‘Care’ as punishment 


Mr and Mrs D, a Bengali couple, had a very 
sick child who needed several operations on 


DEPORTATIONS 


Shehnaz Sheikh 


Former nurse Shehnaz Sheikh was overwhelmed 
when crowds rallied in Reading to support her 
fight against deportation. Up to 200 people 
marched on the town centre for a protest rally 
and Reading North MP Tony Durant also 
received a 100-signature petition to strengthen 
her case. It is claimed that her marriage to a 
British citizen is null and void because she 
already had a Pakistan marriage certificate at the 
time of the wedding in 1979. Labour councillor 
Margaret Singh said: ‘‘Shehnaz has worked so 
hard in Katesgrove for the school and resident 
association’’. A letter to the Home Secretary 
urging him not to deport her has been signed by 
42 borough councillors from all three parties and 
campaign organisers also want a meeting with 
the new Minister of State David Waddington 
who will decide the issue. (Evening Post Reading 
17.1.83). 


Muhammad Idrish 


Social worker Muhammad Idrish has received 
the support of thousands of people in Bristol and 
Birmingham and of 20 MPs for his petition 
against a Home Office deportation order. Mr 
Idrish settled in Bristol from Bangladesh in 1976 
and married an English woman. He made 
repeated bids for indefinite leave to stay — 
necessary before citizenship can be applied for — 
but these were ignored. Immediately the 
marriage broke down, he was told to leave. 
Supporters of his campaign put their views to 
Home Office minister Timothy Raison when he 
visited CRE offices in Bristol at the end of last 
year. Mr Idrish has received backing from Asian 
community groups and trade union branches in 
Bristol and in Birmingham, where he has worked 
for the last few months. (Evening Post 22.1.83.) 


her heart. Shortly after her return from 
hospital Mrs D was shopping with her child 
when her pushchair caught in a drain and 
tipped over. The child fell out and was 
badly bruised. Mr and Mrs D did not object 
when the child was put into care, but were 
extremely distressed when they heard that 
they were suspected of beating the child. In 
two other cases known to us, the shame and 
stress of court proceedings led to deaths; in 
one an Asian mother killed herself, and in 
the other, the father died of a heart attack 
during the proceedings. 

Mrs C, bringing up three teenage sons on 
her own, was struggling with bad housing, a 
low-paid hospital cleaning job which 
exacerbated her bad health, and police 
harassment of her children. When she 
approached the social services for help, she 
was referred to a psychiatrist who told her 
she was mentally ill and should go to a 
mental hospital. Her children, she was told, 
should be taken into care. Mrs C chose to 
struggle on alone. 

Mrs C’s story illustrated the use of the 
threat of removing children to make the 
parents control them better, or behave in a 
way more acceptable to the white social 
worker. Nowhere is this more evident than 
in cases where the local authority has 
already taken the children and puts the 
mother ‘on probation’ to see is she will be 
allowed to have them back. The most 
common index of ‘improvement’ is the 
degree of ‘co-operation’ the parent displays 
towards the social worker who removed the 
children in the first place. The person who 
was originally sought by the parent as a 
source of help and support has been 
transformed into a judgmental authority 
figure who must be satisfied at all costs. 

In next month’s issue we shall be looking 
at the nature of the ‘care’ black children 
receive in care. 


*The remarks are authentic quotes from 
social workers from a CRE survey and our 
own research. 


m Unite the divided families now 
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THE DEATH 


ON January 12, Colin Roach was 
shot dead in the foyer of Stoke 
Newington police station. 

That evening Keith Scully, a close 
friend of Colin Roach drove him, at his 
request, to Stoke Newington police 
station. (The reasons why Colin wanted 
to go there in the first place remain as 
yet a mystery.) Scully was so 
concerned about his friend that he 
immediately drove to the home of 
Colin's father and then accompanied 
Mr Roach to Stoke Newington police 
station. Mr Roach was then questioned 
by the police for three hours before 
being informed that his son was dead. 


‘DETAILED TABLE OF INCIDENTS 


Hackney and Stoke Newington police stations have, over the last few years earned notorious reputations in the black commu 


7 _ We reproduce below a dossier of selected serious incidents (prepared by the Institute of Race Relations) which have led to concern. 
_It has been alleged that because black papers, defence committees and case files have provided the sources, uncorroborated by the © 


" national mass media, this is a partial view. On the contrary, it is the national press which has systematically failed its vaunted _ 
__ standards of impartiality by not reporting the black experience of policing. .  . 


| pete Details of Incident — Seve ——rr— 
May 1971 On the 13 May 1971 Aseta Simms died whilst in police custody. The ‘Who Killed Aseta Simms? She was 


police alleged that she had been drinking and had brought about murdered.’ Bulletin of Black Unity and 
her own death whilst in Stoke Newington police station. But police doctors Freedom Party. Ce 
and relatives reported that there was swelling and bruising over her right eye and : 
bruising over her head consistent with having been beaten. 
‘4t is arguable that some people might die with this level of alcohol in their blood 
stream; but we have people with much higher levels who are still alive today. The. 
bruising was consistent with someone falling about or with someone who had been 
beaten. There was very little evidence that she had inhaled vomit, but this was not 
the cause of her death. | cannot truthfully say what was the cause of her death.” 
(Statement by police doctor). 
At the coroner's inquiry, a verdict of death by misadventure was returned. 


July 1975 The Four Aces, a West Indian Club in Dalston, was raided on 16 July 1975 by Police Against Black People. Evidence 
police with dogs, who claimed to be searching for youths who had stolen a purse. submitted to the Royal Commission on 
Streets were cordoned off whilst a full-scale search got under way. Criminal Procedure by the IRR. 


1976 At 12.30am, one day in 1976, Mr and Mrs White were asleep in their Police Against Black People 
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_ The West Indian Standing Conference called for an inquiry into S$ 
ospital in Hackney because patients who arrived there from police cust 


und that the hospital had no records of their visit. 
Five black men were arrested after simultaneous raids — allegedly for the Bulletin of Hackney 


purpose of looking for stolen goods — on two black families in Hackney. — Organisation 
Hackney. No search warrant was shown at the time of arrest. All the men 
omplained that, whilst in Hackney police station, they were racially abused 
en. and forced to confess to crimes that they did not commit. Osbund Morris 
juries to his chest, back and spine (confirmed by medical reports 
nnis and Lee Samuels also received injuries, caused, in part, b police 


OF COLIN ROACH 


Keith Scully was similarly questioned. 
Later, the police carried out a search of 
Mr Roach’s home. During the search, it 
is alleged, Mrs Roach was grabbed by 
the throat by a policewoman. 

It is this callous treatment of Mr and 
Mrs Roach, carried out with neither 
compassion nor respect, which has so 
fuelled the community’s existing 
mistrust of Stoke Newington police, 
and raised important doubts about the 
circumstances surrounding Colin’s 
death. 

Among other questions being asked 
is: why did the police, even before 
informing the family of Colin’s death, 


Newton Rose wa 


issue a press release stating that Colin 
had committed suicide, and that he 
suffered from a history of mental 
illness? It is known that Colin was 
depressed after serving a three-week 
prison sentence in Pentonville prison 
over Christmas for a minor offence; but 
to be depressed is qualitatively 
different from suffering from a history 
of mental illness. 

Meanwhile, amidst claims by 
Hackney CRE Chairman Mr lan Haig 
that Stoke Newington police have on at 
least two previous occasions used guns 
to intimidate black people, Hackney 
Council are now considering whether 


to withhold the police precept (this is 
the portion of rates paid by the council 
to the Metropolitan police). And, 
following a series of demonstrations 
and pickets of the police station, where 
numerous arrests (49 to date) have 
been made, local MP, Mr Ernie 
Roberts, has warned the Chief 
Commissioner of the Metropolitan 
police that there is likely to be a serious 
breakdown in law and order unless 
there is an immediate inquiry into 
policing in this area. 

At a demonstration on January 22, 
angry protestors recalled the 
chequered history of police/black 
relations in Hackney by chanting as 
they marched “we remember Aseta 
Simms”. They were addressed at a 
subsequent rally by Ms Nelly Knight, 
herself a victim of police harassment. 
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Cart AVEAGN AGAINST 
RACISM & FASCISM 


area round-up 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR‘s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 


POLICE 


Altacks on pensioner were racist 


Woolwich police have been criticised for failing 
to protect a resident whose life is threatened by 
racists. Greenwich Council Race Relations sub- 
committee heard of the months-long ordeal 
suffered by 70-year-old Mr Tekkalur Sampath at 
his home on the Morris Walk Estate. He has 
suffered racial abuse, fireworks, excreta and 
mud have been put through his door, air-gun 
pellets fired at his windows and ‘hate letters’ 
threatening his life and his home with fire have 
been delivered. Police recently said the incidents 
were being investigated but Woolwich Police 
Chief Superintendent John Newlove was 
reported as saying, ‘‘I cannot say that they were 
racially motivated’. (Eltham Times 13.1.83.) 


St Paul's 


A black family in St Paul’s, Bristol has 
threatened legal action against the police after 
they made violent arrests when they went to 
question Mr Charles Royal about an alleged 
minor traffic offence. A juvenile and Mr Royal’s 
children, Trevor, 20 and Yvonne, 18, were 
arrested in a struggle which broke out. They are 
now on police bail and may be charged with 
asault and obstructing police. The family will 
wait to see if police press charges before deciding 
on their own legal action. But Mrs Agatha Royal 
has applied for legal aid to bring an assault 
charge action against police after a similar 
incident in their home last January. In 
November, Mrs Royal and a juvenile won their 
court appeals against convictions for obstructing 
the police during that incident, although the 
court upheld assault and obstruction charges 
against her son Trevor and another youth. A 
public meeting of more than 40 people in St 
Paul’s elected a committee to complain about 
police action against the Royals and to campaign 
against alleged harassment. (Western Daily Press 
20.1.83.) Residents of the St Paul’s area were 
angry over police handling of the incident. One 
middle-aged man said police entered the street 
‘dike a pack of wolves’’. (Evening Post Bristol 
17.1.83.) 


Yard drop race from Statistics 


Scotland Yard has decided against a repeat of its 
controversial publication last year of a racial 
breakdown of people involved in reported cases 
of robbery and violent theft in London. One 
officer said “It was done with the very best of 
intentions but we got our fingers burnt partly 


because of the sensational way it was handled by — 


most of the press.”’ Some senior officers now 
accept that many black people were so upset by 
the way the figures were presented that they 
became alienated from the police, rather than 
increasing their support for the fight against 
crime. (Guardian 7.1.83.) 


UNIONS 


Eight Asian textile workers sacked from a Bolton 
mill, claim they are the victims of an agreement 
made by their union without their knowledge. 
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eight sacked colleagues are stepping up their 


The workers were fired by Courtaulds on 3 
January after they refused to work a modified 
shift pattern at the company’s spinning mill. 
They were advised by union secretary Joyce 
Steegles to accept the changes, negotiated with 
management two years ago, but they have 
accused the union of failing to help them and of 
showing a lack of interest in their case because of 
their colour. “It is a matter of principle”’, said 
Mr Younas, one of the workers concerned. ‘“We 
felt they were trying to merge the winders and 
labourers’ jobs’’, (Evening News Bolton 
18.1.83). Another man has been sacked from the 
same mill over the same row. Meanwhile, his 


campaign and have written to MPs, the CRE and 
new organisations, complaining that the all- 
Asian night-shift at the mill was singled out for 
different treatment (Evening News Bolton 
25.1.83). 


POLICE COLLEGE ROW 


John Fernandes, the lecturer at the centre of the 
Handon police college cadet’s essays row (see 
Searchlight 90) has declared no faith in his union 
and has said the real issues are being ignored. A 
demonstration was held in London to win 
backing of the national executive of his union, 
the National Association of Teachers in Further 
and Higher Education. The NATFHE executive 
have now agreed to seek the reinstatement of Mr 
Fernandes while proper disciplinary procedures 
are followed. But he described the outcome as a 
hollow victory: ‘‘The union has still not come 
out and condemned Cmdr Wells. It says it is now 
going to negotiate with him, but we have had 
negotiations and I am not willing to compromise 
... The real issues, those of racism within the 
college and the upholding of academic freedom 
there, have been by-passed.’’ Mr Fernandes has 
also accused fis union of conducting a secret 
ballot amon. “is colleagues to persuade them not 
to support his reinstatement. NATFHE has now 
decided to form a working party to investigate 
the situation at Hendon and to set up a National 
inquiry into issues there. Mr Fernandes claims 
that the working party is a pointless exercise. “‘It 
has been partly formed to examine whether and 
to what extent there is racism in police training, 
but it has already been proved that this is so at 
Hendon. That’s what all this is about. (Wembley 
Observer & Wembley News 21.1.83.) 


COUNCILS 


City council’s anti-racist policy 


Liverpool city council became the first authority 
to take up the CRE’s recommendations that 
tenants guilty of racial harassment should be 
compulsorily transferred. Maria O'Reilly of the 
CRC gave councillors a terrifying catalogue of 
racial violence in Liverpool and spoke over 50 
cases of harassment still unresolved. She told of 
four cases of Asian shopkeepers living under 
attack and seige for the past 18 months. 
Councillors will try to find ways of recouping the 
cost of any damage caused by a tenant through 
harassment and will also mount a publicity 


campaign on the city couneil’s an 
policy. (Liverpool Daily Post 22.1. 


Councillor John O'Keefe (Labour) 

Birmingham city council to adopt a simi 

racist policy after a missile was thrown through 
the front window of an Asian family’s home on 
their first night in a council house. (Birmingham _ 
Post 28.1.83.) = 


No ban on racists Cs 
Oldham council will not ban racist organisations: 
from using council-owned land or buildings for 
meetings and rallies. The local CRC had called 
for such a ban believing it would go some way 
towards preventing such organisation from 
stirring up racial hatred or trouble. But other 
councillors argued against the ban saying it 
would be racially discriminating itself. Cllr 4 
Albert Jowett said; “‘If we introduce such a ban uy 
we are preventing citizens of this cosuntry, 
ratepayers and taxpayers, from holding meetings 

and rallies in Oldham ... Before we bring in 

such a ban, any ban, we should remember that 

the National Front is not an unlawful 
organisation.’’ The council Policy Committee 

decided not to change its present system of 

deciding on each application for rooms already 

lettings etc. on merit. (Oldham Evening 
Chronicle 11.1.83). 


Council cut race grant 


Walsall council, already in hot water following 
an investigation into its housing policy, has cut 
its grant to the Community Relations Council by 
more than a third. 

The budget of Walsall CRC has been chopped 
from a planned £27,000 to only £17,000. Walsall 
CRC condemned the decision, which it des- 
cribed as having ‘‘strong racist undertones’. The 
cut will mean the sacking of a vital research 
worker. 

The Commission launched an investigation 
three years ago into allegations that existing 
council rules on allocating houses to owner 
occupiers and separated families could 
discriminate indirectly against applicants from 
ethnic minorities. The Commission also 
investigated complained about discrimination 
against Asians in the allocation of Council flats 
in the Pleck area. 

The town clerk, Mr Asting, said that after 
providing some assistance to start with, the 
Council had decided not to co-operate with the 
CRE, on the grounds that the investigations were 
an insult to the town’s new equal opportunity 
policy. (Birmimgham Post 22.1.83; 10.1.83) 


Closure Pians 


Parents and teachers have demonstrated against 
plans to close Nechells Junion and Infant 
School, Birmingham. 

Children from the area, which has a high 
Asian population, would have to attend a 
Church of England School, or a Roman Catholic 
School, or travel almost two miles to a non- 
denominational school. 

Dennis Howell, Labour for Small Heath, has 
joined the campaign to keep the school open. 
(Evening Mail 22.1.83.) . 


THREATENED CLOSURE OF SOUTH. LONDON HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN 


FOLLOWING the decision by Wandsworth Health Authority to close the South London 
Hospital for Women, NUPE officials, acting on the advice of the local trades council, | 
have asked the Commission for Racial Equality to investigate whether the closure | 
constitutes discrimination. NUPE estimates that 30-40 per cent of the women using the | _~ 
hospital come from black communities whose cultures and religions require that their : 
medical care be undertaken by other women. There are no alternative facilities available | 


elsewhere in the area. 

Local groups are embarking on a campaign to defend the hospital from closure. For further | | 
information contact: Battersea & Wandsworth Trades Council, c/o Junction Project 248/50 
Lavender Hill, London SW/11 (tel: 01-228 1163/4). 


